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Dr. Wernher von Braun, World War I I German rocket scientist whose many successful 
engineering achievements for the U.S. include the Saturn 5 moon rocket, will present 
a free public lecture entitled 11 Future of U.S. Space Exploration" Tuesday (Jan. 22) 
at the University of Hontana in Missoula. 
The lecture, which is sponsored by the Program Council of the Associated Students 
of UM, will be at 8 p.m. Tuesday in the University Center Ballroom. Dr. Thomas E. 
~1argrave, an associate professor of physics and astronomy at UM,will introduce the 
speaker. 
Von Braun, 61, who retired from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) July 1, 1972, to enter private industry, surrendered to U.S. troops with other 
German scientists and came to the U.S. in September 1945 to assist Army personnel 
at the White Sands proving ground near El Paso, Tex., in handling captured V-2 
rockets, fuel-propelled missiles which Von Braun designed for Germany. 
As an 18-year-old youth in 1930, Von Braun became interested in moon travel and 
the potential uses of rocket propulsion for outer space exploration. By 1944 his · 
efforts resulted in the German V-2 rocket, which Hitler used for destructive purposes 
instead of the interplanetary space travel for which Von Braun said the V-2 was 
designed. 
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The Redstone rocket, fired initially by the U.S. to launch Explorer I into 
earth 1s orbit in January 1958, was a result of Von Braun•s V-2 expertise. 
The Saturn 5, which Von Braun later designed for the U.S. Apollo missions, 
has sent a total of 10 men to walk on the moon. 
Von Braun announced his retirement from NASA when the U.S. decided to end the 
use of Saturn Ss with the Apollo 17 launching in December 1972 and the Skylab space 
station missions. Skylab 3 is now orbiting the earth. 
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